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Canadian Beef Producers Request Termination of the
Canada-UK Continuity Agreement
October 23, 2025

The Canadian Cattle Association (CCA) calls for the Government of Canada to initiate
the termination of the Canada-UK Continuity Agreement, following the tabling of the UK
Accession to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) legislation.

In July 2023, the Government of Canada announced the accession of the UK to the
CPTPP agreement. CCA, our provincial members, and beef producers across the
country urged Canada to “say no to a bad deal”. Since then, the UK has not made any
effort to address the non-tariff barriers that are keeping Canadian beef out of the UK
market. At the same time, UK beef imports into the Canadian market have increased
from $16.6 million in 2023 to $42.5 million in 2024.

“We are calling on all Parliamentarians to stand up for Canadian beef producers,” said
Tyler Fulton, President of CCA. “In these uncertain geopolitical times, we need every
opportunity to diversify our markets.”

Given the Government’s recent tabling of the UK Accession legislation, CCA is
requesting the Canadian Government to terminate the Continuity Agreement subject to
Article VVII (4) for failing to meet commitments under Article IV (4) and Chapter 5 SPS.
The continuity agreement between Canada and the UK was set up as a bridge after
Brexit—with a commitment to conclude negotiations on a formal bilateral agreement
within three years of the trade continuity agreement (TCA), which came into force April
1, 2021. As the UK walked away from bilateral negotiations, we are calling on the
Government of Canada to terminate the TCA and ensure bilateral negations can begin
again, where our barriers can be properly addressed.

The UK'’s non-tariff barriers are not compliant with the World Trade Organization (WTO),
who ruled against the EU Hormone Ban in December 1997, which the UK continues to
apply to Canada. In addition, the UK refuses to recognize full systems approval for our
meat hygiene system, which is recognized as world class. Within the continuity
agreement, the chapter on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) maintains each
Party’s right to take the SPS measures necessary to protect against risks to food safety,
animal or plant life or health, while requirement that such measures be science-based,
transparent, and applied only to the extent necessary to protect human, animal or plant
life, so as not to create unnecessary and unjustifiable SPS-related trade restrictions.

Canada and the UK also committed, through parallel exchanges of letters, to work
together on issues of relevance to trade in the meat sector and for biotechnology
products with a view to facilitate trade, yet there has been no progress made on
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addressing any of the meat issues and ensuring meaningful trade access. Following the
Prime Ministers’ announcement to set up a technical working group to address market
access issues, there has been no indication of progress.

CCA continues to offer our support to the Government of Canada to reach the best
trade deals possible for Canadian beef producers and all Canadians. The pathway for
economic growth and trade diversification is through meaningful, rules-based trade.
Particularly with the UK, this means terminating the Continuity Agreement and restarting
bilateral trade negotiations.

At a time when the government is looking to diversify trade, we should focus our trade
negotiations towards working with allies to find solutions that benefit both of our
economies.

Quick facts:

e Canadian beef exports into UK: There have been no Canadian beef exports to
the United Kingdom in 2024 or to date in 2025.

e UK imports into Canada, include a percentage over the last few years: The value
of UK beef imports into Canada rose from $16.6 million in 2023 to $42.5 million in
2024, a 156% year-over-year increase. From January to August 2025, imports
totalled $32.2 million, up 19% from the same period in 2024.

For further information, contact:

Tina Zakowsky

Communications Manager

Canadian Cattle Association
403-451-0931 | zakowskyt@cattle.ca
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