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CCIA, the provincial government said.

Previously, only those feedlots feeding 5,000 or more head annually were required to report. The new regulation
applies only to feedlots and not cow-calf operations, the province noted.

Alberta Agriculture also clarified rules for retagging cattle that have lost their ear tags. In a nutshell, if an animal is
re-tagged on-farm, records must be created or updated to reflect the new approved tag number, the date applied, and
number of the previously applied tag, if available. The regulation specifies processes for cattle aged under and over
18 months.

Livestock traceability regulations have been in effect since Jan. 1, 2009. Cattle born after that date are required to be
age verified under the Animal Health Act.

Traceability at the National level

The CCA supports traceability and views it as a tool that will benefit the entire value chain by enabling industry to
respond and recover quickly from an animal health incident.

A robust traceability system is becoming one of the required standards for the global livestock and livestock products
trade. While the CCA encourages producers to participate in traceability, it believes a mandatory program must be
approached in a manner that does not increase the costs to the beef cattle industry, does not disrupt the speed of
commerce and leads to increased market value and access.

BIXS Update

The Beef InfoXchange System or BIXS is entering the next phase of cow-calf producer testing over the next two
months or more. About 50 cow-calf producers from the western provinces and Ontario have volunteered to take part
in this important strategic testing process leading up to full launch of the BIXS.

The CCA needs to test the front-end BIXS application under various web connections (dial-up and high speed), under
different operating systems (PC and Mac) and under different browser programs to ensure it functions well for most
beef producers across Canada.

The testing will take an estimated four to six weeks and producer testers will fill out evaluations to aid in final revisions
to BIXS prior to roll-out. The CCA is grateful to those producers who have stepped up to help out. For more informa-
tion and to stay on top of BIXS related developments and announcements, please visit http://bixs.cattle.ca on a
regular basis.

Prorogued Parliament update

CCA says break is an opportunity for producers to grab the ear of their local MP

With Parliament adjourned until March, Members of Parliament (MPs) will be in their districts more often than usual
this winter and should be accessible for producers to meet with and discuss issues of importance.

Take the opportunity to connect because MPs have no end of people telling them what to focus on. Meeting with them



