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     • No Salmonella was found in either the feedlot cattle or the feedlot staff.
     • Campylobacter was found in the cattle, but was not found in the feedlot staff.
     • Ampicillin resistant E. coli was more common in feedlot staff than in cattle at the start of the feeding period.
       Ampicillin resistant E. coli in feedlot staff declined over the course of the feeding period, and was considerably lower
       than in the records maintained by Calgary Lab Services.
     • Gentamicin resistant E. coli was slightly more common in feedlot staff than in cattle at the start of the feeding period,
       and became less common in feedlot staff as the feeding period progressed. It was found at similar levels in Calgary
       Lab Services records.
     • Ciprofloxacin resistant E. coli was not found in either the feedlot cattle at arrival or exit. It was not found in the
       feedlot staff, either. But it was found at a low level in records from Calgary Lab Services. 

What it means: Although feedlot staff use veterinary antimicrobials to treat and prevent disease, the prevalence of 
antimicrobial resistant bacteria was no higher in feedlot staff than in the population represented in Calgary Laboratory 
Services records. Research of this sort helps to demonstrate that responsible use of veterinary products benefits animal 
health and welfare without negatively impacting human health. Producers enrolled on the Canadian Cattlemen’s 
Association’s Verified Beef ProductionTM program follow industry-sanctioned practices that demonstrate that they select, 
use, store and dispose of antimicrobials in a responsible manner. For more information on Verified Beef Production, go 
to www.verifiedbeef.org or call (306) 737-2290.

Drought, fire, flood, and pestilence
A few cases of anthrax are reported in Canada every year, mainly in the west. Anthrax is a soil borne disease, so the 
risk of anthrax is higher when soil is disturbed. Producers in areas affected by flood or drought or where anthrax is 
known to occur should be aware of the symptoms, precautions and procedures associated with anthrax. Visit 
http://www.cattle.ca/media/file/original/974_Anthrax_Fact_Sheet_Web.pdf for more information about anthrax, what to 
look for and what to do. Specific CFIA recommendations for areas where anthrax is known to occur are available at 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/anthchar/20110602inde.shtml

Canada’s role in achieving animal health disease eradication milestone
The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) recently announced the global eradication of rinderpest or cattle 
plague, a highly contagious viral disease affecting mainly cattle and water buffalo. Rinderpest is the first animal health 
disease to be eradicated by humankind. A reportable disease under Canada’s Health of Animals Act, rinderpest is 
known throughout history for decimating herds in Europe, Africa and Asia and resulting in widespread human famines. 
Although Canada’s animal population has never been afflicted by rinderpest, Canada’s contribution to controlling 
rinderpest through research on the virus reaches back decades.

Dr. Brian Evans, Canada’s Chief Veterinary Officer and Chief Food Safety Officer, said Canada’s laboratory system 
plays a crucial role in controlling animal health diseases like rinderpest. Canada is home to 18 OIE or international 
reference laboratories for a number of animal diseases. The rinderpest virus has been contained in Canada’s 
laboratory bio-containment processes for a number of years, enabling much research.

“The work of Canada in terms of both test validations, diagnostic methods, research on this virus and the ability to have 
the virus in a containment circumstance for training of Canadian veterinarians for disease recognition and extrapolating 
that training to other countries has been instrumental in helping the world get to this point,” Evans said from Paris, 
where he was attending OIE meetings.

Evans said records and reports of epidemics of this “scourge of the animal production industry” predate 367 BC. 
Rinderpest does not infect humans but the disease creates catastrophic conditions for people because it wipes out 
livestock relied on for both food and agricultural production. In the 1900 century, rinderpest travelled to Africa and was 
attributed to wiping out about one-third of the human population in Ethiopia alone. In 1920, an outbreak in Belgium and 
the subsequent devastation it brought prompted international efforts to control animal diseases and led to creation of 
the original OIE in 1924. The OIE declared all 198 countries and territories with rinderpest-susceptible animals in the 
world free of the disease on May 25, 2011.
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A lot can happen in five years. Farmers can help to create an up-to-date picture of agriculture in Canada by completing 
and returning the Census of Agriculture questionnaire. The data “snapshot” captured by the Census of Agriculture 
every five years highlights trends and new developments in agriculture. If you haven’t already done so, please fill out 
the questionnaire on paper and mail it back in the prepaid envelope or take advantage of the internet application.

The farm industry, as a whole, benefits from census data in many ways. For example, agricultural producer groups are 
guided by data from the census when informing their membership about industry trends and developments; putting 
operators’ viewpoints before legislators and the Canadian public; and defending their interests in international trade 
negotiations. Governments use census data to make decisions about crop insurance, agricultural credit policies, 
transportation, market services and international trade. Census information also helps other businesses market their 
products and services to farm operators and is a valuable tool when making production and investment decisions. 

For more information on the 2011 Census of Agriculture, visit http://www.statcan.gc.ca/ca-ra2011/index-eng.htm or 
contact Erik Dorff by telephone at 613-951-2818 or by e-mail at Erik.Dorff@statcan.gc.ca.

Staff Contributors: Ryder Lee, Reynold Bergen, Andrea Brocklebank
Written, edited and compiled by: Gina Teel and Tracy Sakatch

For more information, contact: CCA Communications at 
‘feedback@cattle.ca’ or visit our website at www.cattle.ca

CCA Action News
Head office:
Ste. 310, 6715 8th Street NE
Calgary, AB   T2E 7H7
Phone: 403.275.8558   Fax: 403.274.5686

Ottawa office:
1207, 350 Sparks Street
Ottawa, ON   K1R 7S8
Phone: 613.233.9375   Fax: 613.233.2860

Producers reminded to get their 2011 Census of Agriculture in


