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SRM disposal: Costs of specified risk material (SRM) disposal have escalated since 2003. Deadstock pickup services for farms and 
feedlots have increased from $0 to over $75 per head. SRM disposal under the enhanced feed ban is costing small abattoirs close to 
$30 per head.

Food Safety: Saving 1 cent per pound (carcass weight basis) due to reduced food safety recalls would save Canada’s beef industry 
$21 million per year.

Beef Quality: A 1 per cent improvement in the value of cuts from the loin, rib and sirloin would be worth $27 million per year to 
Canada’s beef industry. A 1 per cent improvement in the value of cuts from the hip, chuck, brisket and shank would be worth $39 
million per year to Canada’s beef industry. Reducing the incidence of dark cutters to 1999 levels would save the Canadian beef 
industry $13 million annually.
 
Approximately 25 per cent of Beef Science Cluster funds are devoted to beef quality research.
 
For more information on research funded by the BCRC / Beef Science Cluster can be found at http://www.cattle.ca/projects-in-
progress/ 


