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Don Milligan, a former beef specialist with Alberta Agriculture, has 
been hired to fill the role of Program Administrator for BIXS (Beef 
InfoXchange System). 
 
With a Masters’ degree from the University of Alberta, Milligan spent 
34 years supporting the Alberta and Canadian beef industry through 
a variety of roles; which included the co-management of the 
Canada/Alberta Industry Development Fund, and some of the early 
testing of RFID technology in collaboration with the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency (CCIA).
 
In October 2008, Milligan retired from Alberta Agriculture but continued to conduct overseas development 
work on a consultation basis in areas including South America, Mexico, Indonesia, Russia, Vietnam and 
many projects in China.
 
As the Program Administrator, Milligan will be the producer contact person for the BIXS database. He will 
monitor and support registration on the system, program management and technical support for producers 
placing information in the BIXS database. Working with other industry partners, Milligan will manage 
aspects of the BIXS portal content and partner programs linked with BIXS.
 
Still in the development stages, BIXS is a national voluntary, web-based database initiative geared to 
capture and exchange individual animal performance, health and carcass data from across the entire beef 
value chain. BIXS is an integral tool within the Canadian Beef Advantage program.

Beef specialist hired as BIXS Program Administrator

After the November 19 meeting of the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Dispute Settlement Body, a 
Dispute Settlement Panel was established to rule on the United States (U.S.) Mandatory Country-of-Origin 
Labelling (mCOOL) law. 

The WTO process will take a long time, but the CCA believes there is no other option.

Now, there is a period for other countries to express an interest to join the panel as third parties or observ-
ers, terms of reference are established and panelists are selected. Once these administrative require-
ments are fulfilled, Canada has a number of weeks to present its first submission; and then the U.S. 
presents its defense and rebuttal a couple weeks after that. Because the Panel was created on November 
19, it will likely be late February 2010 by the time we get to this point.

For more information on mCOOL and the WTO process, visit www.cattle.ca.

CCA pleased with creation of WTO Panel to rule on mCOOL
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In our last issue of CCA’s “Action News”, we talked about what Johne’s Disease (JD) is and how it could 
impact you. In this edition, we’ll talk about preventing the spread of JD - starting with some prevention 
basics. 

The spread of JD in herds should be minimized if the following points are recognized:
   • The bacteria causing JD is mainly spread through manure.
   • Calves are the most easily infected.
   • Tests for JD do not accurately detect animals in the early stages of infection.
   • Keeping the infection out of your herd is always cheaper than trying to control the disease once it’s
     present. Eliminating JD from a herd takes a long-term commitment (at least 5 - 10 years). 

   • Management changes implemented to decrease the risk of JD will also reduce the risk of other calf
     diseases and improve overall health. 

   • An infected cow can shed billions of organisms into the environment for years prior to showing any
     clinical signs of the disease.
   • A small amount of manure is all it takes to infect a calf.
   • Only a small percentage of infected cows in a herd will show clinical signs of the disease (signs of
     illness). The rest of the infected animals will appear healthy.
   • Animal purchases must be very limited so that no new infected animals are introduced.

In our next “Action News”, well continue talking about preventing the spread of JD but look at recom-
mended best management practices. 

For more information, visit the CJDI page on the CAHC website at http://www.animalhealth.ca/CJDI/. 

CJDI Part III - The Basics of Prevention

Earlier this fall, you would’ve received a 2008 AgriInvest Deposit Notice with information on how to get the 
maximum, matching deposit. 

To receive the matching contribution, you must make a deposit 90 days from the date on your 2008 
AgriInvest Deposit notice. The deadline is found on the top right corner of the Deposit Notice and on the 
tear-off portion of the form. 

For more information visit www.agr.gc.ca. 

Producer reminder - AgriInvest deposit deadline approaching

Staff Contributors: Ryder Lee, John Masswohl, Rob McNabb and Larry Thomas
Written and edited by: Natalie Arnieri

For more information, contact: CCA Communications at feedback@cattle.ca or visit our 
website at www.cattle.ca

CCA Action News
Head office:
Ste. 310, 6715 8th Street NE, Calgary, AB   T2E 7H7
Phone: 403.275.8558   Fax: 403.274.5686

Ottawa office:
1207, 350 Sparks Street, Ottawa, ON   K1R 7S8
Phone: 613.233.9375   Fax: 613.233.2860


